DANIEL, Pt 1

Lesson 3

DARE TO BE A DANIEL
Why Taken Captive?
Deuteronomy 28:1-9
1
“Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments
which I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.
2
“All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the L ORD your God: 3“Blessed
shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country. 4“Blessed shall be the offspring of your
body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd and the
young of your flock. 5“Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 6“Blessed shall you be
when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out. 7“The LORD shall cause your enemies
who rise up against you to be defeated before you; they will come out against you one way and will flee
before you seven ways. 8“The LORD will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that
you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which the L ORD your God gives you. 9“The
LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you keep the
commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His ways.
Deuteronomy 28:15-57
15
“But it shall come about, if you do not obey the LORD your God, to observe to do all His
commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses will come upon you
and overtake you: 16“Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. 17“Cursed
shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18“Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the
produce of your ground, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock. 19“Cursed shall you be
when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out. 20“The LORD will send upon you curses,
confusion, and rebuke, in all you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly,
on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken Me. 21“The LORD will make the
pestilence cling to you until He has consumed you from the land where you are entering to possess it.
22
“The LORD will smite you with consumption and with fever and with inflammation and with fiery heat
and with the sword and with blight and with mildew, and they will pursue you until you perish. 23“The
heaven which is over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you, iron. 24“The LORD
will make the rain of your land powder and dust; from heaven it shall come down on you until you are
destroyed. 25“The LORD shall cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you will go out one way
against them, but you will flee seven ways before them, and you will be an example of terror to all the
kingdoms of the earth. 26“Your carcasses will be food to all birds of the sky and to the beasts of the
earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away. 27“The LORD will smite you with the boils of
Egypt and with tumors and with the scab and with the itch, from which you cannot be healed. 28“The
LORD will smite you with madness and with blindness and with bewilderment of heart; 29and you will
grope at noon, as the blind man gropes in darkness, and you will not prosper in your ways; but you shall
only be oppressed and robbed continually, with none to save you. 30“You shall betroth a wife, but
another man will violate her; you shall build a house, but you will not live in it; you shall plant a
vineyard, but you will not use its fruit. 31“Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you will not
eat of it; your donkey shall be torn away from you, and will not be restored to you; your sheep shall be
given to your enemies, and you will have none to save you. 32“Your sons and your daughters shall be
given to another people, while your eyes look on and yearn for them continually; but there will be
nothing you can do. 33“A people whom you do not know shall eat up the produce of your ground and all
your labors, and you will never be anything but oppressed and crushed continually. 34“You shall be
driven mad by the sight of what you see. 35“The LORD will strike you on the knees and legs with sore
boils, from which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head. 36“The
LORD will bring you and your king, whom you set over you, to a nation which neither you nor your
fathers have known, and there you shall serve other gods, wood and stone. 37“You shall become a

horror, a proverb, and a taunt among all the people where the L ORD drives you. 38“You shall bring out
much seed to the field but you will gather in little, for the locust will consume it. 39“You shall plant and
cultivate vineyards, but you will neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm will
devour them. 40“You shall have olive trees throughout your territory but you will not anoint yourself
with the oil, for your olives will drop off. 41“You shall have sons and daughters but they will not be
yours, for they will go into captivity. 42“The cricket shall possess all your trees and the produce of your
ground. 43“The alien who is among you shall rise above you higher and higher, but you will go down
lower and lower. 44“He shall lend to you, but you will not lend to him; he shall be the head, and you will
be the tail. 45“So all these curses shall come on you and pursue you and overtake you until you are
destroyed, because you would not obey the LORD your God by keeping His commandments and His
statutes which He commanded you. 46“They shall become a sign and a wonder on you and your
descendants forever. 47“Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and a glad heart, for the
abundance of all things; 48therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you,
in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in the lack of all things; and He will put an iron yoke on your neck
until He has destroyed you. 49“The LORD will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the
earth, as the eagle swoops down, a nation whose language you shall not understand, 50a nation of fierce
countenance who will have no respect for the old, nor show favor to the young. 51“Moreover, it shall eat
the offspring of your herd and the produce of your ground until you are destroyed, who also leaves you
no grain, new wine, or oil, nor the increase of your herd or the young of your flock until they have
caused you to perish. 52“It shall besiege you in all your towns until your high and fortified walls in
which you trusted come down throughout your land, and it shall besiege you in all your towns
throughout your land which the LORD your God has given you. 53“Then you shall eat the offspring of
your own body, the flesh of your sons and of your daughters whom the LORD your God has given you,
during the siege and the distress by which your enemy will oppress you. 54“The man who is refined and
very delicate among you shall be hostile toward his brother and toward the wife he cherishes and toward
the rest of his children who remain, 55so that he will not give even one of them any of the flesh of his
children which he will eat, since he has nothing else left, during the siege and the distress by which your
enemy will oppress you in all your towns. 56“The refined and delicate woman among you, who would
not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground for delicateness and refinement, shall be hostile
toward the husband she cherishes and toward her son and daughter, 57and toward her afterbirth which
issues from between her legs and toward her children whom she bears; for she will eat them secretly for
lack of anything else, during the siege and the distress by which your enemy will oppress you in your
towns.
Deuteronomy 28:63-65
63
“It shall come about that as the LORD delighted over you to prosper you, and multiply you, so the
LORD will delight over you to make you perish and destroy you; and you will be torn from the land
where you are entering to possess it. 64“Moreover, the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from
one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; and there you shall serve other gods, wood and stone,
which you or your fathers have not known. 65“Among those nations you shall find no rest, and there will
be no resting place for the sole of your foot; but there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing
of eyes, and despair of soul.
If you have time, READ Deuteronomy 30
NORTHERN Kingdom Taken Captive
First Seige- Galilee
2 Kings 15:29
29
In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and captured Ijon and Abelbeth-maacah and Janoah and Kedesh and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he
carried them captive to Assyria.

Second Seige- Samaria
2 Kings 17:1-23
1
In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah became king over Israel in Samaria,
and reigned nine years. 2He did evil in the sight of the LORD, only not as the kings of Israel who were
before him. 3Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him, and Hoshea became his servant and paid
him tribute. 4But the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea, who had sent messengers to So king
of Egypt and had offered no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year; so the king of
Assyria shut him up and bound him in prison. 5Then the king of Assyria invaded the whole land and
went up to Samaria and besieged it three years. 6In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria
captured Samaria and carried Israel away into exile to Assyria, and settled them in Halah and Habor, on
the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. 7Now this came about because the sons of Israel had
sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought them up from the land of Egypt from under the
hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and they had feared other gods 8and walked in the customs of the
nations whom the LORD had driven out before the sons of Israel, and in the customs of the kings of Israel
which they had introduced. 9The sons of Israel did things secretly which were not right against the L ORD
their God. Moreover, they built for themselves high places in all their towns, from watchtower to
fortified city. 10They set for themselves sacred pillars and Asherim on every high hill and under every
green tree, 11and there they burned incense on all the high places as the nations did which the LORD had
carried away to exile before them; and they did evil things provoking the L ORD. 12They served idols,
concerning which the LORD had said to them, “You shall not do this thing.” 13Yet the LORD warned
Israel and Judah through all His prophets and every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep
My commandments, My statutes according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I
sent to you through My servants the prophets.” 14However, they did not listen, but stiffened their neck
like their fathers, who did not believe in the LORD their God. 15They rejected His statutes and His
covenant which He made with their fathers and His warnings with which He warned them. And they
followed vanity and became vain, and went after the nations which surrounded them, concerning which
the LORD had commanded them not to do like them. 16They forsook all the commandments of the LORD
their God and made for themselves molten images, even two calves, and made an Asherah and
worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal. 17Then they made their sons and their daughters pass
through the fire, and practiced divination and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight
of the LORD, provoking Him. 18So the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them from His
sight; none was left except the tribe of Judah. 19Also Judah did not keep the commandments of the L ORD
their God, but walked in the customs which Israel had introduced. 20The LORD rejected all the
descendants of Israel and afflicted them and gave them into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast
them out of His sight. 21When He had torn Israel from the house of David, they made Jeroboam the son
of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel away from following the L ORD and made them commit a
great sin. 22The sons of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did not depart from
them 23until the LORD removed Israel from His sight, as He spoke through all His servants the prophets.
So Israel was carried away into exile from their own land to Assyria until this day.
SOUTHERN Kingdom Taken Captive
JERUSALEM-First Siege
2 Kings 24:1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his
servant for three years; then he turned and rebelled against him.
2 Chronicles 36:5-8 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem; and he did evil in the sight of the Lord his God. 6 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up against him and bound him with bronze chains to take him to Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnezzar also
brought some of the articles of the house of the Lord to Babylon and put them in his temple at Babylon.
8
Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim and the abominations which he did, and what was found against

him, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. And Jehoiachin his son
became king in his place.
Jeremiah 25:1-11 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and to all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, saying, 3 “From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this
day, these twenty-three years the word of the Lord has come to me, and I have spoken to you again and
again, but you have not listened. 4 “And the Lord has sent to you all His servants the prophets again and
again, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear, 5 saying, ‘Turn now everyone from his evil
way and from the evil of your deeds, and dwell on the land which the Lord has given to you and your
forefathers forever and ever; 6 and do not go after other gods to serve them and to worship them, and do
not provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands, and I will do you no harm.’ 7 “Yet you have not
listened to Me,” declares the Lord, “in order that you might provoke Me to anger with the work of your
hands to your own harm. 8 “Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Because you have not obeyed My
words, 9 behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will send to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land and against its
inhabitants and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them and make them a
horror and a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. 10 ‘Moreover, I will take from them the voice of joy
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the
millstones and the light of the lamp. 11 ‘This whole land will be a desolation and a horror, and these
nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.
JERUSALEM-Second Seige
2 Kings 24:8-17 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months
in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9 He did evil
in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father had done. 10 At that time the servants of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon went up to Jerusalem, and the city came under siege. 11 And
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon came to the city, while his servants were besieging it. 12 Jehoiachin
the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he and his mother and his servants and his captains
and his officials. So the king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his reign. 13 He carried
out from there all the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in
pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, just as
the Lord had said. 14 Then he led away into exile all Jerusalem and all the captains and all the mighty
men of valor, ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained except the
poorest people of the land. 15 So he led Jehoiachin away into exile to Babylon; also the king’s mother
and the king’s wives and his officials and the leading men of the land, he led away into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 All the men of valor, seven thousand, and the craftsmen and the smiths, one
thousand, all strong and fit for war, and these the king of Babylon brought into exile to Babylon. 17 Then
the king of Babylon made his uncle Mattaniah king in his place, and changed his name to Zedekiah.
Jeremiah 24:1 After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the officials of Judah with the craftsmen and smiths from Jerusalem and
had brought them to Babylon, the Lord showed me: behold, two baskets of figs set before the temple of
the Lord!
Jeremiah 27:16-22 Then I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, “Thus says the Lord: Do
not listen to the words of your prophets who prophesy to you, saying, ‘Behold, the vessels of the Lord’s
house will now shortly be brought again from Babylon’; for they are prophesying a lie to you. 17 “Do not
listen to them; serve the king of Babylon, and live! Why should this city become a ruin? 18 “But if they
are prophets, and if the word of the Lord is with them, let them now entreat the Lord of hosts that the
vessels which are left in the house of the Lord, in the house of the king of Judah and in Jerusalem may

not go to Babylon. 19 “For thus says the Lord of hosts concerning the pillars, concerning the sea,
concerning the stands and concerning the rest of the vessels that are left in this city, 20 which
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon did not take when he carried into exile Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim,
king of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem. 21 “Yes, thus says
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that are left in the house of the Lord and in
the house of the king of Judah and in Jerusalem, 22 ‘They will be carried to Babylon and they will be
there until the day I visit them,’ declares the Lord. ‘Then I will bring them back and restore them to this
place.’ ”
JERUSALEM-Third, Final Seige
Ezekiel 1:1-2 Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, while I was
by the river Chebar among the exiles, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 2 (On the fifth
of the month in the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s exile,
Ezekiel 5:1-17 “As for you, son of man, take a sharp sword; take and use it as a barber’s razor on your
head and beard. Then take scales for weighing and divide the hair. 2 “One third you shall burn in the fire
at the center of the city, when the days of the siege are completed. Then you shall take one third and
strike it with the sword all around the city, and one third you shall scatter to the wind; and I will
unsheathe a sword behind them. 3 “Take also a few in number from them and bind them in the edges of
your robes. 4 “Take again some of them and throw them into the fire and burn them in the fire; from it a
fire will spread to all the house of Israel. 5 “Thus says the Lord God, ‘This is Jerusalem; I have set her at
the center of the nations, with lands around her. 6 ‘But she has rebelled against My ordinances more
wickedly than the nations and against My statutes more than the lands which surround her; for they have
rejected My ordinances and have not walked in My statutes.’ 7 “Therefore, thus says the Lord God,
‘Because you have more turmoil than the nations which surround you and have not walked in My
statutes, nor observed My ordinances, nor observed the ordinances of the nations which surround you,’ 8
therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I, even I, am against you, and I will execute judgments
among you in the sight of the nations. 9 ‘And because of all your abominations, I will do among you
what I have not done, and the like of which I will never do again. 10 ‘Therefore, fathers will eat their
sons among you, and sons will eat their fathers; for I will execute judgments on you and scatter all your
remnant to every wind. 11 ‘So as I live,’ declares the Lord God, ‘surely, because you have defiled My
sanctuary with all your detestable idols and with all your abominations, therefore I will also withdraw,
and My eye will have no pity and I will not spare. 12 ‘One third of you will die by plague or be
consumed by famine among you, one third will fall by the sword around you, and one third I will scatter
to every wind, and I will unsheathe a sword behind them. 13 ‘Thus My anger will be spent and I will
satisfy My wrath on them, and I will be appeased; then they will know that I, the Lord, have spoken in
My zeal when I have spent My wrath upon them. 14 ‘Moreover, I will make you a desolation and a
reproach among the nations which surround you, in the sight of all who pass by. 15 ‘So it will be a
reproach, a reviling, a warning and an object of horror to the nations who surround you when I execute
judgments against you in anger, wrath and raging rebukes. I, the Lord, have spoken. 16 ‘When I send
against them the deadly arrows of famine which were for the destruction of those whom I will send to
destroy you, then I will also intensify the famine upon you and break the staff of bread. 17 ‘Moreover, I
will send on you famine and wild beasts, and they will bereave you of children; plague and bloodshed
also will pass through you, and I will bring the sword on you. I, the Lord, have spoken.’ ”
2 Kings 24:18-25:12 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 19 He did
evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 20 For through the anger of the
Lord this came about in Jerusalem and Judah until He cast them out from His presence. And Zedekiah
rebelled against the king of Babylon. 1 Now in the ninth year of his reign, on the tenth day of the tenth
month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, camped against
it and built a siege wall all around it. 2 So the city was under siege until the eleventh year of King

Zedekiah. 3 On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in the city that there was no
food for the people of the land. 4 Then the city was broken into, and all the men of war fled by night by
way of the gate between the two walls beside the king’s garden, though the Chaldeans were all around
the city. And they went by way of the Arabah. 5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and
overtook him in the plains of Jericho and all his army was scattered from him. 6 Then they captured the
king and brought him to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and he passed sentence on him. 7 They
slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, then put out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him with
bronze fetters and brought him to Babylon. 8 Now on the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a
servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 He burned the house of the Lord, the king’s house,
and all the houses of Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with fire. 10 So all the army of the
Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls around Jerusalem. 11 Then the
rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon
and the rest of the people, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away into exile. 12 But the
captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen.
2 Chronicles 36:17-21 Therefore He brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans who slew their
young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion on young man or
virgin, old man or infirm; He gave them all into his hand. 18 All the articles of the house of God, great
and small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his officers, he
brought them all to Babylon. 19 Then they burned the house of God and broke down the wall of
Jerusalem, and burned all its fortified buildings with fire and destroyed all its valuable articles. 20 Those
who had escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon; and they were servants to him and to his
sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah,
until the land had enjoyed its sabbaths. All the days of its desolation it kept sabbath until seventy years
were complete.
Jeremiah 52:12-16 Now on the tenth day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard, who was in the service of
the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 13 He burned the house of the Lord, the king’s house and all the
houses of Jerusalem; even every large house he burned with fire. 14 So all the army of the Chaldeans
who were with the captain of the guard broke down all the walls around Jerusalem. 15 Then Nebuzaradan
the captain of the guard carried away into exile some of the poorest of the people, the rest of the people
who were left in the city, the deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon and the rest of the
artisans. 16 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the land to be
vinedressers and plowmen.
Why Just Vegetables?
Read Leviticus 11

How His Parents Trained Daniel
Read Deuteronomy 6
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Lesson 4

THE STATUE & THE STONE
The Stone of Israel
Genesis 49:22-26
22
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, A fruitful bough by a spring; Its branches run over a wall. 23“The archers
bitterly attacked him, And shot at him and harassed him; 24But his bow remained firm, And his arms
were agile, From the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel),
25
From the God of your father who helps you, And by the Almighty who blesses you With blessings of
heaven above, Blessings of the deep that lies beneath, Blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 26“The
blessings of your father Have surpassed the blessings of my ancestors Up to the utmost bound of the
everlasting hills; May they be on the head of Joseph, And on the crown of the head of the one
distinguished among his brothers.
The Stone
Psalm 118:22
22
The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone.
Isaiah 28:16
16
Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly
cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.
1 Peter 2:4-8
4
And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in
the sight of God, 5you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For this is contained in Scripture:
“BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM
WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 7This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who
disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” 8and,
“A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the
word, and to this doom they were also appointed.
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Lesson 5

IDOLATRY
IDOLS in The Law
Exodus 20:1-6
1
Then God spoke all these words, saying, 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3“You shall have no other gods before Me. 4“You shall not make for
yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under
the earth. 5“You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who
hate Me, 6but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My
commandments.
Deuteronomy 4:1-31
1
“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to perform, so that you
may live and go in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving
you. 2“You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may
keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 3“Your eyes have seen what the
LORD has done in the case of Baal-peor, for all the men who followed Baal-peor, the L ORD your God
has destroyed them from among you. 4“But you who held fast to the LORD your God are alive today,
every one of you. 5“See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded
me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. 6“So keep and do them, for
that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes
and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7“For what great nation is there
that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him? 8“Or what great nation is
there that has statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you
today? 9“Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things
which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of your life; but make
them known to your sons and your grandsons. 10“Remember the day you stood before the LORD your
God at Horeb, when the LORD said to me, ‘Assemble the people to Me, that I may let them hear My
words so they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their
children.’ 11“You came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain burned with fire to
the very heart of the heavens: darkness, cloud and thick gloom. 12“Then the LORD spoke to you from the
midst of the fire; you heard the sound of words, but you saw no form—only a voice. 13“So He declared
to you His covenant which He commanded you to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments; and He
wrote them on two tablets of stone. 14“The LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and
judgments, that you might perform them in the land where you are going over to possess it. 15“So watch
yourselves carefully, since you did not see any form on the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb from
the midst of the fire, 16so that you do not act corruptly and make a graven image for yourselves in the
form of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 17the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, the
likeness of any winged bird that flies in the sky, 18the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the
likeness of any fish that is in the water below the earth. 19“And beware not to lift up your eyes to heaven
and see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, and be drawn away and worship them
and serve them, those which the LORD your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven.
20
“But the LORD has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, from Egypt, to be a people for
His own possession, as today. 21“Now the LORD was angry with me on your account, and swore that I
would not cross the Jordan, and that I would not enter the good land which the L ORD your God is giving
you as an inheritance. 22“For I will die in this land, I shall not cross the Jordan, but you shall cross and
take possession of this good land. 23“So watch yourselves, that you do not forget the covenant of the
LORD your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a graven image in the form of
anything against which the LORD your God has commanded you. 24“For the LORD your God is a

consuming fire, a jealous God. 25“When you become the father of children and children’s children and
have remained long in the land, and act corruptly, and make an idol in the form of anything, and do that
which is evil in the sight of the LORD your God so as to provoke Him to anger, 26I call heaven and earth
to witness against you today, that you will surely perish quickly from the land where you are going over
the Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but will be utterly destroyed. 27“The LORD will
scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the nations where the L ORD
drives you. 28“There you will serve gods, the work of man’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see
nor hear nor eat nor smell. 29“But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if
you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul. 30“When you are in distress and all these things
have come upon you, in the latter days you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice.
31
“For the LORD your God is a compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you nor forget the
covenant with your fathers which He swore to them.
IDOLS in Ezekiel
Ezekiel 6:9
9
“Then those of you who escape will remember Me among the nations to which they will be carried
captive, how I have been hurt by their adulterous hearts which turned away from Me, and by their eyes
which played the harlot after their idols; and they will loathe themselves in their own sight for the evils
which they have committed, for all their abominations.
Ezekiel 23
1
The word of the LORD came to me again, saying, 2“Son of man, there were two women, the daughters
of one mother; 3and they played the harlot in Egypt. They played the harlot in their youth; there their
breasts were pressed and there their virgin bosom was handled. 4“Their names were Oholah the elder
and Oholibah her sister. And they became Mine, and they bore sons and daughters. And as for their
names, Samaria is Oholah and Jerusalem is Oholibah. 5“Oholah played the harlot while she was Mine;
and she lusted after her lovers, after the Assyrians, her neighbors, 6who were clothed in purple,
governors and officials, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding on horses. 7“She bestowed
her harlotries on them, all of whom were the choicest men of Assyria; and with all whom she lusted
after, with all their idols she defiled herself. 8“She did not forsake her harlotries from the time in Egypt;
for in her youth men had lain with her, and they handled her virgin bosom and poured out their lust on
her. 9“Therefore, I gave her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, after whom she
lusted. 10“They uncovered her nakedness; they took her sons and her daughters, but they slew her with
the sword. Thus she became a byword among women, and they executed judgments on her. 11“Now her
sister Oholibah saw this, yet she was more corrupt in her lust than she, and her harlotries were more than
the harlotries of her sister. 12“She lusted after the Assyrians, governors and officials, the ones near,
magnificently dressed, horsemen riding on horses, all of them desirable young men. 13“I saw that she
had defiled herself; they both took the same way. 14“So she increased her harlotries. And she saw men
portrayed on the wall, images of the Chaldeans portrayed with vermilion, 15girded with belts on their
loins, with flowing turbans on their heads, all of them looking like officers, like the Babylonians in
Chaldea, the land of their birth. 16“When she saw them she lusted after them and sent messengers to
them in Chaldea. 17“The Babylonians came to her to the bed of love and defiled her with their harlotry.
And when she had been defiled by them, she became disgusted with them. 18“She uncovered her
harlotries and uncovered her nakedness; then I became disgusted with her, as I had become disgusted
with her sister. 19“Yet she multiplied her harlotries, remembering the days of her youth, when she played
the harlot in the land of Egypt. 20“She lusted after their paramours, whose flesh is like the flesh of
donkeys and whose issue is like the issue of horses. 21“Thus you longed for the lewdness of your youth,
when the Egyptians handled your bosom because of the breasts of your youth. 22“Therefore, O Oholibah,
thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Behold I will arouse your lovers against you, from whom you were alienated,
and I will bring them against you from every side: 23the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, Pekod and
Shoa and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them; desirable young men, governors and officials all of
them, officers and men of renown, all of them riding on horses. 24‘They will come against you with

weapons, chariots and wagons, and with a company of peoples. They will set themselves against you on
every side with buckler and shield and helmet; and I will commit the judgment to them, and they will
judge you according to their customs. 25‘I will set My jealousy against you, that they may deal with you
in wrath. They will remove your nose and your ears; and your survivors will fall by the sword. They will
take your sons and your daughters; and your survivors will be consumed by the fire. 26‘They will also
strip you of your clothes and take away your beautiful jewels. 27‘Thus I will make your lewdness and
your harlotry brought from the land of Egypt to cease from you, so that you will not lift up your eyes to
them or remember Egypt anymore.’ 28“For thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I will give you into the
hand of those whom you hate, into the hand of those from whom you were alienated. 29‘They will deal
with you in hatred, take all your property, and leave you naked and bare. And the nakedness of your
harlotries will be uncovered, both your lewdness and your harlotries. 30‘These things will be done to you
because you have played the harlot with the nations, because you have defiled yourself with their idols.
31
‘You have walked in the way of your sister; therefore I will give her cup into your hand.’ 32“Thus says
the Lord GOD, ‘You will drink your sister’s cup, Which is deep and wide. You will be laughed at and
held in derision; It contains much. 33‘You will be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, The cup of horror
and desolation, The cup of your sister Samaria. 34‘You will drink it and drain it. Then you will gnaw its
fragments And tear your breasts; for I have spoken,’ declares the Lord G OD. 35“Therefore, thus says the
Lord GOD, ‘Because you have forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back, bear now the punishment of
your lewdness and your harlotries.’ ” 36Moreover, the LORD said to me, “Son of man, will you judge
Oholah and Oholibah? Then declare to them their abominations. 37“For they have committed adultery,
and blood is on their hands. Thus they have committed adultery with their idols and even caused their
sons, whom they bore to Me, to pass through the fire to them as food. 38“Again, they have done this to
Me: they have defiled My sanctuary on the same day and have profaned My sabbaths. 39“For when they
had slaughtered their children for their idols, they entered My sanctuary on the same day to profane it;
and lo, thus they did within My house. 40“Furthermore, they have even sent for men who come from
afar, to whom a messenger was sent; and lo, they came—for whom you bathed, painted your eyes and
decorated yourselves with ornaments; 41and you sat on a splendid couch with a table arranged before it
on which you had set My incense and My oil. 42“The sound of a carefree multitude was with her; and
drunkards were brought from the wilderness with men of the common sort. And they put bracelets on
the hands of the women and beautiful crowns on their heads. 43“Then I said concerning her who was
worn out by adulteries, ‘Will they now commit adultery with her when she is thus?’ 44“But they went in
to her as they would go in to a harlot. Thus they went in to Oholah and to Oholibah, the lewd women.
45
“But they, righteous men, will judge them with the judgment of adulteresses and with the judgment of
women who shed blood, because they are adulteresses and blood is on their hands. 46“For thus says the
Lord GOD, ‘Bring up a company against them and give them over to terror and plunder. 47‘The company
will stone them with stones and cut them down with their swords; they will slay their sons and their
daughters and burn their houses with fire. 48‘Thus I will make lewdness cease from the land, that all
women may be admonished and not commit lewdness as you have done. 49‘Your lewdness will be
requited upon you, and you will bear the penalty of worshiping your idols; thus you will know that I am
the Lord GOD.’ ”
IDOLS in the New Testament
Galatians 5:19-21
19
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who
practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Colossians 3:5-11
5
Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will
come upon the sons of disobedience, 7and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.
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But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your
mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 10and have put
on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who
created him— 11a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.
1 Corinthians 10
1
For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed
through the sea; 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3and all ate the same
spiritual food; 4and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which
followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for
they were laid low in the wilderness. 6Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would
not crave evil things as they also craved. 7Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written,
“THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY.” 8Nor let us act immorally, as some
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. 9Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did,
and were destroyed by the serpents. 10Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the
destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12Therefore let him who thinks he stands take
heed that he does not fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 14Therefore, my beloved, flee from
idolatry. 15I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say. 16Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a
sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 17Since
there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread. 18Look at the
nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar? 19What do I mean then? That a
thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20No, but I say that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in
demons. 21You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table
of the Lord and the table of demons. 22Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? We are not stronger than
He, are we? 23All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all
things edify. 24Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. 25Eat anything that is sold in the
meat market without asking questions for conscience’ sake; 26FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S, AND ALL IT
CONTAINS. 27If one of the unbelievers invites you and you want to go, eat anything that is set before you
without asking questions for conscience’ sake. 28But if anyone says to you, “This is meat sacrificed to
idols,” do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience’ sake; 29I mean not
your own conscience, but the other man’s; for why is my freedom judged by another’s conscience? 30If I
partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning that for which I give thanks? 31Whether, then,
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32Give no offense either to Jews or to
Greeks or to the church of God; 33just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit
but the profit of the many, so that they may be saved.
1 Corinthians 8:4-6
4
Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such thing as an
idol in the world, and that there is no God but one. 5For even if there are so-called gods whether in
heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, 6yet for us there is but one God, the
Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we exist through Him.
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Lesson 6

OUR SOVEREIGN GOD
El Elyon
The MOST HIGH GOD
Genesis 14:19
19
He blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth;
Genesis 14:20
20
And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” He gave him a tenth
of all.
Genesis 14:22
22
Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and
earth,
Deuteronomy 32:8
8
“When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, When He separated the sons of man, He set
the boundaries of the peoples According to the number of the sons of Israel.
Psalm 46:4
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, The holy dwelling places of the Most High.
Psalm 47:2
2
For the LORD Most High is to be feared, A great King over all the earth.
Psalm 57:2
2
I will cry to God Most High, To God who accomplishes all things for me.
Psalm 83:18
18
That they may know that You alone, whose name is the LORD, Are the Most High over all the earth.
Hosea 11:7
7
So My people are bent on turning from Me. Though they call them to the One on high, None at all
exalts Him.
Compare Nebuchadnezzer’s Response to God with David’s
Psalm 21
1
For the choir director. A Psalm of David. O LORD, in Your strength the king will be glad, And in Your
salvation how greatly he will rejoice! 2You have given him his heart’s desire, And You have not
withheld the request of his lips.Selah. 3For You meet him with the blessings of good things; You set a
crown of fine gold on his head. 4He asked life of You, You gave it to him, Length of days forever and
ever. 5His glory is great through Your salvation, Splendor and majesty You place upon him. 6For You
make him most blessed forever; You make him joyful with gladness in Your presence. 7For the king
trusts in the LORD, And through the lovingkindness of the Most High he will not be shaken. 8Your hand
will find out all your enemies; Your right hand will find out those who hate you. 9You will make them
as a fiery oven in the time of your anger; The LORD will swallow them up in His wrath, And fire will
devour them. 10Their offspring You will destroy from the earth, And their descendants from among the
sons of men. 11Though they intended evil against You And devised a plot, They will not succeed. 12For
You will make them turn their back; You will aim with Your bowstrings at their faces. 13Be exalted, O
LORD, in Your strength; We will sing and praise Your power.

God Rules Over…
Psalm 59:13
13
Destroy them in wrath, destroy them that they may be no more; That men may know that God rules in
Jacob To the ends of the earth. Selah.
Psalm 66:7
7
He rules by His might forever; His eyes keep watch on the nations; Let not the rebellious exalt
themselves. Selah.
Psalm 103:19
19
The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, And His sovereignty rules over all.
Isaiah 14:24
24
The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I
have planned so it will stand,
Isaiah 14:27
27
“For the LORD of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who
can turn it back?”
Job 42:2
2
“I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.
Psalm 139:13-16
13
For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. 14I will give thanks to You, for
I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well. 15My
frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the
earth; 16Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The days that
were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.
Job 14:5
5
“Since his days are determined, The number of his months is with You; And his limits You have set so
that he cannot pass.
Deuteronomy 32:39
39
‘See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have
wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.
Isaiah 46:9-10
9
“Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no
one like Me, 10Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not
been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’;
Ezekiel 14:12-23
12
Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, 13“Son of man, if a country sins against Me by
committing unfaithfulness, and I stretch out My hand against it, destroy its supply of bread, send famine
against it and cut off from it both man and beast, 14even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job
were in its midst, by their own righteousness they could only deliver themselves,” declares the Lord
GOD. 15“If I were to cause wild beasts to pass through the land and they depopulated it, and it became
desolate so that no one would pass through it because of the beasts, 16though these three men were in its
midst, as I live,” declares the Lord GOD, “they could not deliver either their sons or their daughters.
They alone would be delivered, but the country would be desolate. 17“Or if I should bring a sword on

that country and say, ‘Let the sword pass through the country and cut off man and beast from it,’ 18even
though these three men were in its midst, as I live,” declares the Lord G OD, “they could not deliver
either their sons or their daughters, but they alone would be delivered. 19“Or if I should send a plague
against that country and pour out My wrath in blood on it to cut off man and beast from it, 20even though
Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, as I live,” declares the Lord G OD, “they could not deliver either
their son or their daughter. They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness.” 21For thus says
the Lord GOD, “How much more when I send My four severe judgments against Jerusalem: sword,
famine, wild beasts and plague to cut off man and beast from it! 22“Yet, behold, survivors will be left in
it who will be brought out, both sons and daughters. Behold, they are going to come forth to you and
you will see their conduct and actions; then you will be comforted for the calamity which I have brought
against Jerusalem for everything which I have brought upon it. 23“Then they will comfort you when you
see their conduct and actions, for you will know that I have not done in vain whatever I did to it,”
declares the Lord GOD.
Job 36:30-32
30
“Behold, He spreads His lightning about Him, And He covers the depths of the sea. 31“For by these He
judges peoples; He gives food in abundance. 32“He covers His hands with the lightning, And commands
it to strike the mark.
Job 37:10-13
10
“From the breath of God ice is made, And the expanse of the waters is frozen. 11“Also with moisture
He loads the thick cloud; He disperses the cloud of His lightning. 12“It changes direction, turning around
by His guidance, That it may do whatever He commands it On the face of the inhabited earth.
13
“Whether for correction, or for His world, Or for lovingkindness, He causes it to happen.
Isaiah 45:5-7
5
“I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though you have not
known Me; 6That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no one besides
Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other, 7The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing wellbeing and creating calamity; I am the LORD who does all these.
2 Samuel 16:5-14
5
When King David came to Bahurim, behold, there came out from there a man of the family of the
house of Saul whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera; he came out cursing continually as he came.
6
He threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David; and all the people and all the mighty
men were at his right hand and at his left. 7Thus Shimei said when he cursed, “Get out, get out, you man
of bloodshed, and worthless fellow! 8“The LORD has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house of
Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the LORD has given the kingdom into the hand of your son
Absalom. And behold, you are taken in your own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed!” 9Then Abishai
the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over
now and cut off his head.” 10But the king said, “What have I to do with you, O sons of Zeruiah? If he
curses, and if the LORD has told him, ‘Curse David,’ then who shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ”
11
Then David said to Abishai and to all his servants, “Behold, my son who came out from me seeks my
life; how much more now this Benjamite? Let him alone and let him curse, for the L ORD has told him.
12
“Perhaps the LORD will look on my affliction and return good to me instead of his cursing this day.”
13
So David and his men went on the way; and Shimei went along on the hillside parallel with him and as
he went he cursed and cast stones and threw dust at him. 14The king and all the people who were with
him arrived weary and he refreshed himself there.
Luke 22:31-32
31
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32but I have prayed for

you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”
Job 1:8-12
8
The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the
earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.” 9Then Satan answered the
LORD, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10“Have You not made a hedge about him and his house and all
that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased
in the land. 11“But put forth Your hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse You to Your
face.” 12Then the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth
your hand on him.” So Satan departed from the presence of the LORD.
Job 2:3-6
3
The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the
earth, a blameless and upright man fearing God and turning away from evil. And he still holds fast his
integrity, although you incited Me against him to ruin him without cause.” 4Satan answered the LORD
and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. 5“However, put forth Your hand
now, and touch his bone and his flesh; he will curse You to Your face.” 6So the LORD said to Satan,
“Behold, he is in your power, only spare his life.”
John 19:10-11
10
So Pilate said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release
You, and I have authority to crucify You?” 11Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me,
unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater
sin.”
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Lesson 7

GOD HUMBLES THE PRIDEFUL
Pride
Proverbs 8:13
13
“The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way And the perverted mouth, I
hate.
Proverbs 11:2
2
When pride comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom.
Proverbs 16:18
18
Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.
Proverbs 29:23
23
A man’s pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.
Psalm 10:4
4
The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, “There is
no God.”
Isaiah 23:9
9
The LORD of hosts has planned it, to defile the pride of all beauty, To despise all the honored of the
earth.
Jeremiah 13:9
9
“Thus says the LORD, ‘Just so will I destroy the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem.
Daniel 4:37
37
“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and
His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride.”
Mark 7:21-23
21
“For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders,
adulteries, 22deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and
foolishness. 23“All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”
1 John 2:16
16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is
not from the Father, but is from the world.
James 4:6
6
But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO
THE HUMBLE.”
2 Chronicles 32:26
26
However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that
the wrath of the LORD did not come on them in the days of Hezekiah.

Cyrus, Jerusalem, and God
Isaiah 45:1-13
1
Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, Whom I have taken by the right hand, To subdue nations before
him And to loose the loins of kings; To open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: 2“I will go
before you and make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the doors of bronze and cut through their iron
bars. 3“I will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden wealth of secret places, So that you may know
that it is I, The LORD, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name. 4“For the sake of Jacob My servant,
And Israel My chosen one, I have also called you by your name; I have given you a title of honor Though
you have not known Me. 5“I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you,
though you have not known Me; 6That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is
no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other, 7The One forming light and creating darkness,
Causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the LORD who does all these. 8“Drip down, O heavens, from
above, And let the clouds pour down righteousness; Let the earth open up and salvation bear fruit, And
righteousness spring up with it. I, the LORD, have created it. 9“Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker—
An earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth! Will the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ Or
the thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands’? 10“Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you
begetting?’ Or to a woman, ‘To what are you giving birth?’ ” 11Thus says the LORD, the Holy One of Israel,
and his Maker: “Ask Me about the things to come concerning My sons, And you shall commit to Me the
work of My hands. 12“It is I who made the earth, and created man upon it. I stretched out the heavens with
My hands And I ordained all their host. 13“I have aroused him in righteousness And I will make all his ways
smooth; He will build My city and will let My exiles go free, Without any payment or reward,” says the
LORD of hosts.

Babylon’s Downfall
Jeremiah 25:1-13
1
The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son
of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 2which Jeremiah the
prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 3“From the thirteenth
year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this day, these twenty-three years the word of the
LORD has come to me, and I have spoken to you again and again, but you have not listened. 4“And the LORD
has sent to you all His servants the prophets again and again, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear
to hear, 5saying, ‘Turn now everyone from his evil way and from the evil of your deeds, and dwell on the
land which the LORD has given to you and your forefathers forever and ever; 6and do not go after other gods
to serve them and to worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands, and I will
do you no harm.’ 7“Yet you have not listened to Me,” declares the LORD, “in order that you might provoke
Me to anger with the work of your hands to your own harm. 8“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts,
‘Because you have not obeyed My words, 9behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,’ declares
the LORD, ‘and I will send to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this
land and against its inhabitants and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them and
make them a horror and a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. 10‘Moreover, I will take from them the voice
of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the
millstones and the light of the lamp. 11‘This whole land will be a desolation and a horror, and these nations
will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12‘Then it will be when seventy years are completed I will
punish the king of Babylon and that nation,’ declares the LORD, ‘for their iniquity, and the land of the
Chaldeans; and I will make it an everlasting desolation. 13‘I will bring upon that land all My words which I
have pronounced against it, all that is written in this book which Jeremiah has prophesied against all the
nations.

2 Chronicles 36:22-23
22
Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia—in order to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of
Jeremiah—the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout
his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 23“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The LORD, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has appointed me to build Him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all His people, may the LORD his God be with
him, and let him go up!’ ”

Ezra 1:1-11
1
Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of
Jeremiah, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all
his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying: 2“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The LORD, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build Him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3‘Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with him! Let
him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel; He is the God
who is in Jerusalem. 4‘Every survivor, at whatever place he may live, let the men of that place support him
with silver and gold, with goods and cattle, together with a freewill offering for the house of God which is in
Jerusalem.’ ” 5Then the heads of fathers’ households of Judah and Benjamin and the priests and the Levites
arose, even everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up and rebuild the house of the L ORD which is in
Jerusalem. 6All those about them encouraged them with articles of silver, with gold, with goods, with cattle
and with valuables, aside from all that was given as a freewill offering. 7Also King Cyrus brought out the
articles of the house of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and put in the
house of his gods; 8and Cyrus, king of Persia, had them brought out by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer,
and he counted them out to Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 9Now this was their number: 30 gold dishes,
1,000 silver dishes, 29 duplicates; 1030 gold bowls, 410 silver bowls of a second kind and 1,000 other
articles. 11All the articles of gold and silver numbered 5,400. Sheshbazzar brought them all up with the exiles
who went up from Babylon to Jerusalem.
Ezra 3:1-13
1
Now when the seventh month came, and the sons of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered together as
one man to Jerusalem. 2Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel the son
of Shealtiel and his brothers arose and built the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is
written in the law of Moses, the man of God. 3So they set up the altar on its foundation, for they were
terrified because of the peoples of the lands; and they offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, burnt
offerings morning and evening. 4They celebrated the Feast of Booths, as it is written, and offered the fixed
number of burnt offerings daily, according to the ordinance, as each day required; 5and afterward there was a
continual burnt offering, also for the new moons and for all the fixed festivals of the L ORD that were
consecrated, and from everyone who offered a freewill offering to the LORD. 6From the first day of the
seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, but the foundation of the temple of the LORD
had not been laid. 7Then they gave money to the masons and carpenters, and food, drink and oil to the
Sidonians and to the Tyrians, to bring cedar wood from Lebanon to the sea at Joppa, according to the
permission they had from Cyrus king of Persia. 8Now in the second year of their coming to the house of God
at Jerusalem in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak and the rest
of their brothers the priests and the Levites, and all who came from the captivity to Jerusalem, began the
work and appointed the Levites from twenty years and older to oversee the work of the house of the LORD.
9
Then Jeshua with his sons and brothers stood united with Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah and the
sons of Henadad with their sons and brothers the Levites, to oversee the workmen in the temple of God.
10
Now when the builders had laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel
with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD according to the
directions of King David of Israel. 11They sang, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, saying, “For He is
good, for His lovingkindness is upon Israel forever.” And all the people shouted with a great shout when they
praised the LORD because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 12Yet many of the priests and
Levites and heads of fathers’ households, the old men who had seen the first temple, wept with a loud voice
when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, while many shouted aloud for joy, 13so that the
people could not distinguish the sound of the shout of joy from the sound of the weeping of the people, for
the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard far away.

