EZRA-Haggai

Lesson 1

DOES GOD KEEP HIS PROMISES?
God Works in Hearts of Those Who DON’T Know Him

Proverbs 21:1 —
1 The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He
wishes.

To Fulfill the Word of the LORD by the Mouth of Jeremiah

Jeremiah 25:1–14 —
1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year of
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and to all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 3 “From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of
Judah, even to this day, these twenty-three years the word of the LORD has come to me, and I
have spoken to you again and again, but you have not listened. 4 “And the LORD has sent to you
all His servants the prophets again and again, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to
hear, 5 saying, ‘Turn now everyone from his evil way and from the evil of your deeds, and dwell
on the land which the LORD has given to you and your forefathers forever and ever; 6 and do not
go after other gods to serve them and to worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger with
the work of your hands, and I will do you no harm.’ 7 “Yet you have not listened to Me,”
declares the LORD, “in order that you might provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands to
your own harm. 8 “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Because you have not obeyed My
words, 9 behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will
send to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land and
against its inhabitants and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them
and make them a horror and a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. 10 ‘Moreover, I will take
from them the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice
of the bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp. 11 ‘This whole land will be a
desolation and a horror, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12
‘Then it will be when seventy years are completed I will punish the king of Babylon and that
nation,’ declares the LORD, ‘for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans; and I will make it
an everlasting desolation. 13 ‘I will bring upon that land all My words which I have pronounced
against it, all that is written in this book which Jeremiah has prophesied against all the nations.
14 ‘(For many nations and great kings will make slaves of them, even them; and I will
recompense them according to their deeds and according to the work of their hands.)’ ”
Jeremiah 29:10–14 —
10 “For thus says the LORD, ‘When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit
you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place. 11 ‘For I know the plans
that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a
future and a hope. 12 ‘Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to
you. 13 ‘You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 14 ‘I will be
found by you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will restore your fortunes and will gather you from all
the nations and from all the places where I have driven you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will bring
you back to the place from where I sent you into exile.’

Transition: Babylon to Medo-Persians
Daniel 5:17–6:3 —

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Keep your gifts for yourself or give your
rewards to someone else; however, I will read the inscription to the king and make the
interpretation known to him. 18 “O king, the Most High God granted sovereignty, grandeur,
glory and majesty to Nebuchadnezzar your father. 19 “Because of the grandeur which He
bestowed on him, all the peoples, nations and men of every language feared and trembled
before him; whomever he wished he killed and whomever he wished he spared alive; and
whomever he wished he elevated and whomever he wished he humbled. 20 “But when his heart
was lifted up and his spirit became so proud that he behaved arrogantly, he was deposed from
his royal throne and his glory was taken away from him. 21 “He was also driven away from
mankind, and his heart was made like that of beasts, and his dwelling place was with the wild
donkeys. He was given grass to eat like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of
heaven until he recognized that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind and that
He sets over it whomever He wishes. 22 “Yet you, his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your
heart, even though you knew all this, 23 but you have exalted yourself against the Lord of
heaven; and they have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your nobles,
your wives and your concubines have been drinking wine from them; and you have praised the
gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear or understand.
But the God in whose hand are your life-breath and all your ways, you have not glorified. 24
“Then the hand was sent from Him and this inscription was written out. 25 “Now this is the
inscription that was written out: ‘MENĒ, MENĒ, TEKĒL, UPHARSIN.’ 26 “This is the
interpretation of the message: ‘MENĒ’—God has numbered your kingdom and put an end to it.
27 “ ‘TEKĒL’—you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient. 28 “ ‘PERĒS’—your
kingdom has been divided and given over to the Medes and Persians.” 29 Then Belshazzar gave
orders, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a necklace of gold around his neck, and
issued a proclamation concerning him that he now had authority as the third ruler in the
kingdom. 30 That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain. 31 So Darius the Mede
received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two. 1 It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120
satraps over the kingdom, that they would be in charge of the whole kingdom, 2 and over them
three commissioners (of whom Daniel was one), that these satraps might be accountable to
them, and that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Then this Daniel began distinguishing himself
among the commissioners and satraps because he possessed an extraordinary spirit, and the
king planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom.
Daniel 6:28 —
28 So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

CYRUS

Isaiah 44:24–45:13 —
24 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb, “I, the
LORD, am the maker of all things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself And spreading out the
earth all alone, 25 Causing the omens of boasters to fail, Making fools out of diviners, Causing
wise men to draw back And turning their knowledge into foolishness, 26 Confirming the word of
His servant And performing the purpose of His messengers. It is I who says of Jerusalem, ‘She
shall be inhabited!’ And of the cities of Judah, ‘They shall be built.’ And I will raise up her ruins
again. 27 “It is I who says to the depth of the sea, ‘Be dried up!’ And I will make your rivers dry.
28 “It is I who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.’ And he
declares of Jerusalem, ‘She will be built,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’ ” 1
Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, Whom I have taken by the right hand, To subdue
nations before him And to loose the loins of kings; To open doors before him so that gates will
not be shut: 2 “I will go before you and make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the doors
of bronze and cut through their iron bars. 3 “I will give you the treasures of darkness And

hidden wealth of secret places, So that you may know that it is I, The LORD, the God of Israel,
who calls you by your name. 4 “For the sake of Jacob My servant, And Israel My chosen one, I
have also called you by your name; I have given you a title of honor Though you have not known
Me. 5 “I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though
you have not known Me; 6 That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That
there is no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other, 7 The One forming light and
creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the LORD who does all these.
8 “Drip down, O heavens, from above, And let the clouds pour down righteousness; Let the
earth open up and salvation bear fruit, And righteousness spring up with it. I, the LORD, have
created it. 9 “Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker— An earthenware vessel among the
vessels of earth! Will the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ Or the thing you are
making say, ‘He has no hands’? 10 “Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’
Or to a woman, ‘To what are you giving birth?’ ” 11 Thus says the LORD, the Holy One of Israel,
and his Maker: “Ask Me about the things to come concerning My sons, And you shall commit to
Me the work of My hands. 12 “It is I who made the earth, and created man upon it. I stretched
out the heavens with My hands And I ordained all their host. 13 “I have aroused him in
righteousness And I will make all his ways smooth; He will build My city and will let My exiles go
free, Without any payment or reward,” says the LORD of hosts.

Feast of Booths

Leviticus 23:39–44 —
39 ‘On exactly the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the crops of
the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the LORD for seven days, with a rest on the first day
and a rest on the eighth day. 40 ‘Now on the first day you shall take for yourselves the foliage
of beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you
shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. 41 ‘You shall thus celebrate it as a feast
to the LORD for seven days in the year. It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your
generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 ‘You shall live in booths for seven
days; all the native-born in Israel shall live in booths, 43 so that your generations may know
that I had the sons of Israel live in booths when I brought them out from the land of Egypt. I am
the LORD your God.’ ” 44 So Moses declared to the sons of Israel the appointed times of the
LORD.

When Temple Foundation Laid

Psalm 137:1–6 —
1 By the rivers of Babylon, There we sat down and wept, When we remembered Zion. 2 Upon
the willows in the midst of it We hung our harps. 3 For there our captors demanded of us songs,
And our tormentors mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion.” 4 How can we sing the
LORD’S song In a foreign land? 5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, May my right hand forget her skill.
6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth If I do not remember you, If I do not exalt
Jerusalem Above my chief joy.
Psalm 126 —
A Song of Ascents. 1 When the LORD brought back the captive ones of Zion, We were like those
who dream. 2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter And our tongue with joyful shouting;
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 3 The LORD has
done great things for us; We are glad. 4 Restore our captivity, O LORD, As the streams in the
South. 5 Those who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting. 6 He who goes to and fro
weeping, carrying his bag of seed, Shall indeed come again with a shout of joy, bringing his
sheaves with him.
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GETTING SETTLED

IN THE

LAND

The People of The Land

2 Kings 17:21–41 —
21 When He had torn Israel from the house of David, they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat
king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel away from following the LORD and made them commit a great
sin. 22 The sons of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did not depart
from them 23 until the LORD removed Israel from His sight, as He spoke through all His servants
the prophets. So Israel was carried away into exile from their own land to Assyria until this day.
24 The king of Assyria brought men from Babylon and from Cuthah and from Avva and from
Hamath and Sephar-vaim, and settled them in the cities of Samaria in place of the sons of
Israel. So they possessed Samaria and lived in its cities. 25 At the beginning of their living
there, they did not fear the LORD; therefore the LORD sent lions among them which killed some
of them. 26 So they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying, “The nations whom you have carried
away into exile in the cities of Samaria do not know the custom of the god of the land; so he
has sent lions among them, and behold, they kill them because they do not know the custom of
the god of the land.” 27 Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, “Take there one of the
priests whom you carried away into exile and let him go and live there; and let him teach them
the custom of the god of the land.” 28 So one of the priests whom they had carried away into
exile from Samaria came and lived at Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD.
29 But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the houses of the high places
which the people of Samaria had made, every nation in their cities in which they lived. 30 The
men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath made
Ashima, 31 and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their children
in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech the gods of Sepharvaim. 32 They also feared the
LORD and appointed from among themselves priests of the high places, who acted for them in
the houses of the high places. 33 They feared the LORD and served their own gods according to
the custom of the nations from among whom they had been carried away into exile. 34 To this
day they do according to the earlier customs: they do not fear the LORD, nor do they follow
their statutes or their ordinances or the law, or the commandments which the LORD commanded
the sons of Jacob, whom He named Israel; 35 with whom the LORD made a covenant and
commanded them, saying, “You shall not fear other gods, nor bow down yourselves to them nor
serve them nor sacrifice to them. 36 “But the LORD, who brought you up from the land of Egypt
with great power and with an outstretched arm, Him you shall fear, and to Him you shall bow
yourselves down, and to Him you shall sacrifice. 37 “The statutes and the ordinances and the
law and the commandment which He wrote for you, you shall observe to do forever; and you
shall not fear other gods. 38 “The covenant that I have made with you, you shall not forget, nor
shall you fear other gods. 39 “But the LORD your God you shall fear; and He will deliver you
from the hand of all your enemies.” 40 However, they did not listen, but they did according to
their earlier custom. 41 So while these nations feared the LORD, they also served their idols;
their children likewise and their grandchildren, as their fathers did, so they do to this day.

Decree of King Cyrus

Daniel 6:8 —
8 “Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document so that it may not be changed,
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked.”
Esther 8:8 —

8 “Now you write to the Jews as you see fit, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s
signet ring; for a decree which is written in the name of the king and sealed with the king’s
signet ring may not be revoked.”

First Temple Celebration

2 Chronicles 7:1–5 —
1 Now when Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the
burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the house. 2 The priests could
not enter into the house of the LORD because the glory of the LORD filled the LORD’S house. 3 All
the sons of Israel, seeing the fire come down and the glory of the LORD upon the house, bowed
down on the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and gave praise to
the LORD, saying, “Truly He is good, truly His lovingkindness is everlasting.” 4 Then the king and
all the people offered sacrifice before the LORD. 5 King Solomon offered a sacrifice of 22,000
oxen and 120,000 sheep. Thus the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.

First Passover & Unleavened Bread

Exodus 12:1–8 —
1 Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be the
beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you. 3 “Speak to all the
congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for
themselves, according to their fathers’ households, a lamb for each household. 4 ‘Now if the
household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one
according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man should eat, you are to
divide the lamb. 5 ‘Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from
the sheep or from the goats. 6 ‘You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month,
then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. 7 ‘Moreover, they
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in
which they eat it. 8 ‘They shall eat the flesh that same night, roasted with fire, and they shall
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.
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Blessings & Curses

Deuteronomy 28:1–6 —
1 “Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the
nations of the earth. 2 “All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the
LORD your God: 3 “Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country. 4
“Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of
your beasts, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock. 5 “Blessed shall be your
basket and your kneading bowl. 6 “Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you
be when you go out.
Deuteronomy 28:15–19 —
15 “But it shall come about, if you do not obey the LORD your God, to observe to do all His
commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses will come
upon you and overtake you: 16 “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the
country. 17 “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18 “Cursed shall be the
offspring of your body and the produce of your ground, the increase of your herd and the young
of your flock. 19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go
out.
Deuteronomy 28:38–40 —
38 “You shall bring out much seed to the field but you will gather in little, for the locust will
consume it. 39 “You shall plant and cultivate vineyards, but you will neither drink of the wine
nor gather the grapes, for the worm will devour them. 40 “You shall have olive trees throughout
your territory but you will not anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives will drop off.
Leviticus 26:14–20 —
14 ‘But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments, 15 if, instead, you
reject My statutes, and if your soul abhors My ordinances so as not to carry out all My
commandments, and so break My covenant, 16 I, in turn, will do this to you: I will appoint over
you a sudden terror, consumption and fever that will waste away the eyes and cause the soul to
pine away; also, you will sow your seed uselessly, for your enemies will eat it up. 17 ‘I will set
My face against you so that you will be struck down before your enemies; and those who hate
you will rule over you, and you will flee when no one is pursuing you. 18 ‘If also after these
things you do not obey Me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins. 19 ‘I will also
break down your pride of power; I will also make your sky like iron and your earth like bronze.
20 ‘Your strength will be spent uselessly, for your land will not yield its produce and the trees of
the land will not yield their fruit.

SHAKEN

Hebrews 12:25–29 —
25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who
warns from heaven. 26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying,
“YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN.” 27 This expression, “Yet once
more,” denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom

which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable
service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire.
Isaiah 60:1–9 —
1 “Arise, shine; for your light has come, And the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 “For
behold, darkness will cover the earth And deep darkness the peoples; But the LORD will rise
upon you And His glory will appear upon you. 3 “Nations will come to your light, And kings to
the brightness of your rising. 4 “Lift up your eyes round about and see; They all gather together,
they come to you. Your sons will come from afar, And your daughters will be carried in the arms.
5 “Then you will see and be radiant, And your heart will thrill and rejoice; Because the
abundance of the sea will be turned to you, The wealth of the nations will come to you. 6 “A
multitude of camels will cover you, The young camels of Midian and Ephah; All those from Sheba
will come; They will bring gold and frankincense, And will bear good news of the praises of the
LORD. 7 “All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered together to you, The rams of Nebaioth will
minister to you; They will go up with acceptance on My altar, And I shall glorify My glorious
house. 8 “Who are these who fly like a cloud And like the doves to their lattices? 9 “Surely the
coastlands will wait for Me; And the ships of Tarshish will come first, To bring your sons from
afar, Their silver and their gold with them, For the name of the LORD your God, And for the Holy
One of Israel because He has glorified you.

Jesus
Luke 2:22–35 —
22 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they
brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the
Lord, “EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD”), 24 and to offer
a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, “A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO
YOUNG PIGEONS.” 25 And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man
was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 28 then he took
Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 “Now Lord, You are releasing Your bondservant to depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation,
31 Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE
GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 33 And His father and mother were amazed at the
things which were being said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His
mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to
be opposed— 35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from
many hearts may be revealed.”
John 1:14 —
14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Hebrews 1:1–3 —
1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many
ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had
made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

New Covenant Temple

John 7:38–39 —
38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of
living water.’ ” 39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to
receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
John 14:16–17 —
16 “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;
17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or
know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
1 Corinthians 3:16–17 —
16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If
any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and
that is what you are.
1 Corinthians 6:19 —
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and that you are not your own?
2 Corinthians 6:16–7:1 —
16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living
God; just as God said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY
SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 17 “Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says the Lord. “AND
DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. 18 “And I will be a father to you, And you
shall be sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty. 1 Therefore, having these promises,
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God.
1 Peter 2:1–5 —
1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2
like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect
to salvation, 3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 4 And coming to Him as to a living
stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, 5 you
also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Romans 12:1–2 —
1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Clean & Unclean

Numbers 19:11–13 —
11 ‘The one who touches the corpse of any person shall be unclean for seven days. 12 ‘That one
shall purify himself from uncleanness with the water on the third day and on the seventh day,
and then he will be clean; but if he does not purify himself on the third day and on the seventh

day, he will not be clean. 13 ‘Anyone who touches a corpse, the body of a man who has died,
and does not purify himself, defiles the tabernacle of the LORD; and that person shall be cut off
from Israel. Because the water for impurity was not sprinkled on him, he shall be unclean; his
uncleanness is still on him.
Numbers 19:22 —
22 ‘Furthermore, anything that the unclean person touches shall be unclean; and the person
who touches it shall be unclean until evening.’ ”

King’s Signet Ring
Genesis 41:41–45 —
41 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh
took off his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments
of fine linen and put the gold necklace around his neck. 43 He had him ride in his second
chariot; and they proclaimed before him, “Bow the knee!” And he set him over all the land of
Egypt. 44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Though I am Pharaoh, yet without your permission
no one shall raise his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 45 Then Pharaoh named Joseph
Zaphenath-paneah; and he gave him Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, as his
wife. And Joseph went forth over the land of Egypt.
Esther 8:7–8 —
7 So King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Behold, I have given the
house of Haman to Esther, and him they have hanged on the gallows because he had stretched
out his hands against the Jews. 8 “Now you write to the Jews as you see fit, in the king’s name,
and seal it with the king’s signet ring; for a decree which is written in the name of the king and
sealed with the king’s signet ring may not be revoked.”

Jeconiah

Jeremiah 22:24–30 —
24 “As I live,” declares the LORD, “even though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were
a signet ring on My right hand, yet I would pull you off; 25 and I will give you over into the hand
of those who are seeking your life, yes, into the hand of those whom you dread, even into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 26 “I will hurl you
and your mother who bore you into another country where you were not born, and there you
will die. 27 “But as for the land to which they desire to return, they will not return to it. 28 “Is
this man Coniah a despised, shattered jar? Or is he an undesirable vessel? Why have he and his
descendants been hurled out And cast into a land that they had not known? 29 “O land, land,
land, Hear the word of the LORD! 30 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Write this man down childless, A man
who will not prosper in his days; For no man of his descendants will prosper Sitting on the
throne of David Or ruling again in Judah.’ ”

Jeconiah, Zerubabel, & Jesus

Matthew 1:1–16 —
1 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham: 2
Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and
his brothers. 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the
father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by
Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the
father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife

of Uriah. 7 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah
the father of Asa. 8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and
Joram the father of Uzziah. 9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of
Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his
brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 12 After the deportation to Babylon:
Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel
was the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor. 14 Azor
was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud was
the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob
was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the
Messiah.
Matthew 25:31 —
31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on
His glorious throne.
Zechariah 4:6–10 —
6 Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, ‘Not by might nor by
power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts. 7 ‘What are you, O great mountain? Before
Zerubbabel you will become a plain; and he will bring forth the top stone with shouts of “Grace,
grace to it!” ’ ” 8 Also the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel
have laid the foundation of this house, and his hands will finish it. Then you will know that the
LORD of hosts has sent me to you. 10 “For who has despised the day of small things? But these
seven will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel—these are the eyes
of the LORD which range to and fro throughout the earth.”

Seek First His Kingdom

Matthew 6:31–33 —
31 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we
wear for clothing?’ 32 “For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things. 33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things will be added to you.

EZRA-Haggai
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LEARNING
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Kings of Persia
Esther 2:1–17 —
1 After these things when the anger of King Ahasuerus had subsided, he remembered Vashti and
what she had done and what had been decreed against her. 2 Then the king’s attendants, who
served him, said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought for the king. 3 “Let the king appoint
overseers in all the provinces of his kingdom that they may gather every beautiful young virgin
to the citadel of Susa, to the harem, into the custody of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in
charge of the women; and let their cosmetics be given them. 4 “Then let the young lady who
pleases the king be queen in place of Vashti.” And the matter pleased the king, and he did
accordingly. 5 Now there was at the citadel in Susa a Jew whose name was Mordecai, the son of
Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite, 6 who had been taken into exile from
Jerusalem with the captives who had been exiled with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had exiled. 7 He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther,
his uncle’s daughter, for she had no father or mother. Now the young lady was beautiful of form
and face, and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter. 8
So it came about when the command and decree of the king were heard and many young ladies
were gathered to the citadel of Susa into the custody of Hegai, that Esther was taken to the
king’s palace into the custody of Hegai, who was in charge of the women. 9 Now the young lady
pleased him and found favor with him. So he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and food,
gave her seven choice maids from the king’s palace and transferred her and her maids to the
best place in the harem. 10 Esther did not make known her people or her kindred, for Mordecai
had instructed her that she should not make them known. 11 Every day Mordecai walked back
and forth in front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther was and how she fared. 12 Now
when the turn of each young lady came to go in to King Ahasuerus, after the end of her twelve
months under the regulations for the women—for the days of their beautification were
completed as follows: six months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices and the cosmetics
for women— 13 the young lady would go in to the king in this way: anything that she desired
was given her to take with her from the harem to the king’s palace. 14 In the evening she would
go in and in the morning she would return to the second harem, to the custody of Shaashgaz,
the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the concubines. She would not again go in to the king
unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name. 15 Now when the turn of
Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai who had taken her as his daughter, came
to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was
in charge of the women, advised. And Esther found favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 16 So
Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus to his royal palace in the tenth month which is the month
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 17 The king loved Esther more than all the women, and
she found favor and kindness with him more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown
on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.
Esther 10:1–3 —
1 Now King Ahasuerus laid a tribute on the land and on the coastlands of the sea. 2 And all the
accomplishments of his authority and strength, and the full account of the greatness of
Mordecai to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of
the Kings of Media and Persia? 3 For Mordecai the Jew was second only to King Ahasuerus, and
great among the Jews and in favor with his many kinsmen, one who sought the good of his
people and one who spoke for the welfare of his whole nation.

Ezra’s Genealogy

2 Chronicles 34:1 —
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned thirty-one years in
Jerusalem.
2 Chronicles 34:8–9 —
8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the land and the house, he sent
Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah an official of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz the
recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. 9 They came to Hilkiah the high priest and
delivered the money that was brought into the house of God, which the Levites, the
doorkeepers, had collected from Manasseh and Ephraim, and from all the remnant of Israel, and
from all Judah and Benjamin and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
2 Chronicles 34:14–15 —
14 When they were bringing out the money which had been brought into the house of the LORD,
Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law of the LORD given by Moses. 15 Hilkiah responded
and said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD.” And
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan.
2 Chronicles 34:18–21 —
18 Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king saying, “Hilkiah the priest gave me a book.” And
Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. 19 When the king heard the words of the law,
he tore his clothes. 20 Then the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon
the son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, 21 “Go, inquire of
the LORD for me and for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the
book which has been found; for great is the wrath of the LORD which is poured out on us because
our fathers have not observed the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this
book.”
1 Samuel 2:35 —
35 ‘But I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who will do according to what is in My heart
and in My soul; and I will build him an enduring house, and he will walk before My anointed
always.
1 Kings 2:27 —
27 So Solomon dismissed Abiathar from being priest to the LORD, in order to fulfill the word of
the LORD, which He had spoken concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.
1 Kings 2:35 —
35 The king appointed Benaiah the son of Jehoiada over the army in his place, and the king
appointed Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar.
Numbers 25:1–13 —
1 While Israel remained at Shittim, the people began to play the harlot with the daughters of
Moab. 2 For they invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and
bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel joined themselves to Baal of Peor, and the LORD was angry
against Israel. 4 The LORD said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and execute them
in broad daylight before the LORD, so that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from
Israel.” 5 So Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of you slay his men who have joined

themselves to Baal of Peor.” 6 Then behold, one of the sons of Israel came and brought to his
relatives a Midianite woman, in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of the
sons of Israel, while they were weeping at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 7 When Phinehas
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he arose from the midst of the
congregation and took a spear in his hand, 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent
and pierced both of them through, the man of Israel and the woman, through the body. So the
plague on the sons of Israel was checked. 9 Those who died by the plague were 24,000. 10 Then
the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 11 “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest,
has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy among
them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy. 12 “Therefore say, ‘Behold, I
give him My covenant of peace; 13 and it shall be for him and his descendants after him, a
covenant of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made atonement
for the sons of Israel.’ ”

Ezra’s Teaching

Nehemiah 8 —
1 And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front of the Water Gate,
and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the LORD had given
to Israel. 2 Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men, women and all
who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it
before the square which was in front of the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were attentive to
the book of the law. 4 Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had made for the
purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his
right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam
on his left hand. 5 Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing above
all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD
the great God. And all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands; then
they bowed low and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani,
Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan,
Pelaiah, the Levites, explained the law to the people while the people remained in their place.
8 They read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they
understood the reading. 9 Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the
LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people were weeping when they heard the
words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go, eat of the fat, drink of the sweet, and send
portions to him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not be grieved,
for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be
still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 All the people went away to eat, to drink, to
send portions and to celebrate a great festival, because they understood the words which had
been made known to them. 13 Then on the second day the heads of fathers’ households of all
the people, the priests and the Levites were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they might gain
insight into the words of the law. 14 They found written in the law how the LORD had
commanded through Moses that the sons of Israel should live in booths during the feast of the
seventh month. 15 So they proclaimed and circulated a proclamation in all their cities and in
Jerusalem, saying, “Go out to the hills, and bring olive branches and wild olive branches, myrtle
branches, palm branches and branches of other leafy trees, to make booths, as it is written.”
16 So the people went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each on his roof,
and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate
and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The entire assembly of those who had returned
from the captivity made booths and lived in them. The sons of Israel had indeed not done so

from the days of Joshua the son of Nun to that day. And there was great rejoicing. 18 He read
from the book of the law of God daily, from the first day to the last day. And they celebrated
the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly according to the
ordinance.
1 Peter 2:9–10 —
9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION,
so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light; 10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had
NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.

Priests & Levites

Numbers 3:4–10 —
4 But Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD when they offered strange fire before the LORD in
the wilderness of Sinai; and they had no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests in
the lifetime of their father Aaron. 5 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6 “Bring the tribe of
Levi near and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him. 7 “They shall perform
the duties for him and for the whole congregation before the tent of meeting, to do the service
of the tabernacle. 8 “They shall also keep all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, along with
the duties of the sons of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle. 9 “You shall thus give the
Levites to Aaron and to his sons; they are wholly given to him from among the sons of Israel. 10
“So you shall appoint Aaron and his sons that they may keep their priesthood, but the layman
who comes near shall be put to death.”
Numbers 8:14–19 —
14 “Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the sons of Israel, and the Levites shall be
Mine. 15 “Then after that the Levites may go in to serve the tent of meeting. But you shall
cleanse them and present them as a wave offering; 16 for they are wholly given to Me from
among the sons of Israel. I have taken them for Myself instead of every first issue of the womb,
the firstborn of all the sons of Israel. 17 “For every firstborn among the sons of Israel is Mine,
among the men and among the animals; on the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt I sanctified them for Myself. 18 “But I have taken the Levites instead of every
firstborn among the sons of Israel. 19 “I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons
from among the sons of Israel, to perform the service of the sons of Israel at the tent of
meeting and to make atonement on behalf of the sons of Israel, so that there will be no plague
among the sons of Israel by their coming near to the sanctuary.”

Set Your Heart

1 Chronicles 22:6–10 —
6 Then he called for his son Solomon, and charged him to build a house for the LORD God of
Israel. 7 David said to Solomon, “My son, I had intended to build a house to the name of the
LORD my God. 8 “But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and
have waged great wars; you shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed so much
blood on the earth before Me. 9 ‘Behold, a son will be born to you, who shall be a man of rest;
and I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side; for his name shall be Solomon, and I
will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. 10 ‘He shall build a house for My name, and he
shall be My son and I will be his father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel
forever.’
1 Chronicles 22:17–19 —

17 David also commanded all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon, saying, 18 “Is not
the LORD your God with you? And has He not given you rest on every side? For He has given the
inhabitants of the land into my hand, and the land is subdued before the LORD and before His
people. 19 “Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God; arise, therefore, and
build the sanctuary of the LORD God, so that you may bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD
and the holy vessels of God into the house that is to be built for the name of the LORD.”

If you DON’T Set Your Heart

2 Chronicles 12:13–14 —
13 So King Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem and reigned. Now Rehoboam was fortyone years old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city
which the LORD had chosen from all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. And his mother’s
name was Naamah the Ammonitess. 14 He did evil because he did not set his heart to seek the
LORD.
2 Chronicles 19:1–7 —
1 Then Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned in safety to his house in Jerusalem. 2 Jehu the
son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, “Should you help
the wicked and love those who hate the LORD and so bring wrath on yourself from the LORD? 3
“But there is some good in you, for you have removed the Asheroth from the land and you have
set your heart to seek God.” 4 So Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem and went out again among the
people from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim and brought them back to the LORD, the
God of their fathers. 5 He appointed judges in the land in all the fortified cities of Judah, city
by city. 6 He said to the judges, “Consider what you are doing, for you do not judge for man but
for the LORD who is with you when you render judgment. 7 “Now then let the fear of the LORD
be upon you; be very careful what you do, for the LORD our God will have no part in
unrighteousness or partiality or the taking of a bribe.”

EZRA-Haggai

Lesson 5

EZRA’S SURPRISE
The LAW Prohibits Inter-Marriage

Deuteronomy 7:1–6 —
1 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and
clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the
Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and
stronger than you, 2 and when the LORD your God delivers them before you and you defeat
them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no
favor to them. 3 “Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your
daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons. 4 “For they will turn
your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be
kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you. 5 “But thus you shall do to them: you shall
tear down their altars, and smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn
their graven images with fire. 6 “For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your
God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the
face of the earth.
1 Kings 11:1–10 —
1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite,
Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which the
LORD had said to the sons of Israel, “You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate
with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to these
in love. 3 He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines, and his wives
turned his heart away. 4 For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other
gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father
had been. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and after Milcom
the detestable idol of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and
did not follow the LORD fully, as David his father had done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the detestable idol of Moab, on the mountain which is east of Jerusalem, and for
Molech the detestable idol of the sons of Ammon. 8 Thus also he did for all his foreign wives,
who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. 9 Now the LORD was angry with Solomon
because his heart was turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him
twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other
gods; but he did not observe what the LORD had commanded.

Boaz’ Mixed Marriage

Ruth 1:1–7 —
1 Now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that there was a famine in the
land. And a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his
wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife, Naomi;
and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah.
Now they entered the land of Moab and remained there. 3 Then Elimelech, Naomi’s husband,
died; and she was left with her two sons. 4 They took for themselves Moabite women as wives;
the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. And they lived there about ten
years. 5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died, and the woman was bereft of her two children
and her husband. 6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the
land of Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the LORD had visited His people in

giving them food. 7 So she departed from the place where she was, and her two daughters-inlaw with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah.
Ruth 1:15–22 —
15 Then she said, “Behold, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her gods; return
after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from
following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall
be my people, and your God, my God. 17 “Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried.
Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything but death parts you and me.” 18 When she
saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 19 So they both went until
they came to Bethlehem. And when they had come to Bethlehem, all the city was stirred
because of them, and the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to them, “Do not call me
Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 21 “I went out full, but
the LORD has brought me back empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has witnessed
against me and the Almighty has afflicted me?” 22 So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the
Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, who returned from the land of Moab. And they came to
Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.
Ruth 4:8–17 —
8 So the closest relative said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” And he removed his sandal. 9 Then
Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses today that I have bought from the
hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. 10
“Moreover, I have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my wife in order to
raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the deceased will not
be cut off from his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you are witnesses today.” 11
All the people who were in the court, and the elders, said, “We are witnesses. May the LORD
make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the
house of Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem. 12
“Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah, through the
offspring which the LORD will give you by this young woman.” 13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she
became his wife, and he went in to her. And the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave
birth to a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the LORD who has not left you
without a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel. 15 “May he also be to
you a restorer of life and a sustainer of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you
and is better to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and
laid him in her lap, and became his nurse. 17 The neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “A
son has been born to Naomi!” So they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of
David.
Deuteronomy 7:1–6 —
1 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and
clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the
Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and
stronger than you, 2 and when the LORD your God delivers them before you and you defeat
them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no
favor to them. 3 “Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your
daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons. 4 “For they will turn
your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be
kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you. 5 “But thus you shall do to them: you shall
tear down their altars, and smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn
their graven images with fire. 6 “For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your

God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the
face of the earth.
Matthew 1:1–6 —
1 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham: 2
Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and
his brothers. 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the
father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by
Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the
father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife
of Uriah.
2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 —
14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or what harmony has Christ with
Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the
temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I WILL
DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 17
“Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says the Lord. “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS
UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. 18 “And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and
daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty. 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
1 Corinthians 7:39 —
39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be
married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

Responding to the Sin of Others

1 Samuel 2:12–17 —
12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know the LORD 13 and the custom of
the priests with the people. When any man was offering a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would
come while the meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand. 14 Then he would
thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fork brought up the priest would
take for himself. Thus they did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15 Also, before
they burned the fat, the priest’s servant would come and say to the man who was sacrificing,
“Give the priest meat for roasting, as he will not take boiled meat from you, only raw.” 16 If
the man said to him, “They must surely burn the fat first, and then take as much as you
desire,” then he would say, “No, but you shall give it to me now; and if not, I will take it by
force.” 17 Thus the sin of the young men was very great before the LORD, for the men despised
the offering of the LORD.
1 Samuel 2:22–25 —
22 Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how they
lay with the women who served at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 23 He said to them,
“Why do you do such things, the evil things that I hear from all these people? 24 “No, my sons;
for the report is not good which I hear the LORD’S people circulating. 25 “If one man sins against
another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who can intercede for
him?” But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for the LORD desired to put them to
death.

1 Samuel 3:11–13 —
11 The LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which both ears of
everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 “In that day I will carry out against Eli all that I have
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 “For I have told him that I am about to
judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons brought a curse on
themselves and he did not rebuke them.
1 Samuel 15:1–3 —
1 Then Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you as king over His people, over
Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of the LORD. 2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will
punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while he was
coming up from Egypt. 3 ‘Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do
not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel
and donkey.’ ”
1 Samuel 15:9–23 —
9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the
lambs, and all that was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything
despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed. 10 Then the word of the LORD came to
Samuel, saying, 11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following
Me and has not carried out My commands.” And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD
all night. 12 Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul; and it was told Samuel, saying,
“Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself, then turned and
proceeded on down to Gilgal.” 13 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you
of the LORD! I have carried out the command of the LORD.” 14 But Samuel said, “What then is
this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” 15 Saul said,
“They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and
oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; but the rest we have utterly destroyed.” 16 Then
Samuel said to Saul, “Wait, and let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night.” And he said
to him, “Speak!” 17 Samuel said, “Is it not true, though you were little in your own eyes, you
were made the head of the tribes of Israel? And the LORD anointed you king over Israel, 18 and
the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites,
and fight against them until they are exterminated.’ 19 “Why then did you not obey the voice
of the LORD, but rushed upon the spoil and did what was evil in the sight of the LORD?” 20 Then
Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the voice of the LORD, and went on the mission on which the
LORD sent me, and have brought back Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the
Amalekites. 21 “But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest of the
things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God at Gilgal.” 22 Samuel said, “Has
the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 “For rebellion is
as the sin of divination, And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of the LORD, He has also rejected you from being king.”
Jeremiah 1:16 —
16 “I will pronounce My judgments on them concerning all their wickedness, whereby they have
forsaken Me and have offered sacrifices to other gods, and worshiped the works of their own
hands.
Jeremiah 6:15 —

15 “Were they ashamed because of the abomination they have done? They were not even
ashamed at all; They did not even know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those
who fall; At the time that I punish them, They shall be cast down,” says the LORD.
Jeremiah 8:18–9:1 —
18 My sorrow is beyond healing, My heart is faint within me! 19 Behold, listen! The cry of the
daughter of my people from a distant land: “Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not within her?”
“Why have they provoked Me with their graven images, with foreign idols?” 20 “Harvest is past,
summer is ended, And we are not saved.” 21 For the brokenness of the daughter of my people I
am broken; I mourn, dismay has taken hold of me. 22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no
physician there? Why then has not the health of the daughter of my people been restored? 1 Oh
that my head were waters And my eyes a fountain of tears, That I might weep day and night For
the slain of the daughter of my people!
1 Corinthians 5:1–13 —
1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as
does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 2 You have become
arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be
removed from your midst. 3 For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have
already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were present. 4 In the name of our
Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus,
5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a
little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? 7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a
new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8
Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote you in my letter not
to associate with immoral people; 10 I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this
world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out
of the world. 11 But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is
an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not
even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge
those who are within the church? 13 But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED
MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.

Handling Family Conflicts

Matthew 10:32–38 —
32 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father
who is in heaven. 33 “But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father
who is in heaven. 34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to
bring peace, but a sword. 35 “For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST
HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; 36 and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE
MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. 37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me;
and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 “And he who does not
take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.
Malachi 2:10–16 —
10 “Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal treacherously
each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers? 11 “Judah has dealt
treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has
profaned the sanctuary of the LORD which He loves and has married the daughter of a foreign
god. 12 “As for the man who does this, may the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob everyone

who awakes and answers, or who presents an offering to the LORD of hosts. 13 “This is another
thing you do: you cover the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping and with groaning,
because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 “Yet you
say, ‘For what reason?’ Because the LORD has been a witness between you and the wife of your
youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife
by covenant. 15 “But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that
one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your spirit, and let no one
deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. 16 “For I hate divorce,” says the LORD, the
God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with wrong,” says the LORD of hosts. “So take
heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.”
1 Corinthians 7:12–16 —
12 But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and
she consents to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And a woman who has an unbelieving
husband, and he consents to live with her, she must not send her husband away. 14 For the
unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified
through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.
15 Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under
bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace. 16 For how do you know, O wife,
whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save
your wife?

